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By Kailee Schultz

The buzz of King of 
Hearts starts months 
before the event 
and won’t end un-
til months after. But 
what’s all the hype?

King of Hearts is 
a dance run by Job’s 
Daughters, and any 
high schooler from 
Pierre or the surround-
ing area can attend. 
The dance runs from 
7:30-midnight, with 
pictures at the Capi-
tol up to four hours be-
forehand. Marek’s DJ 
services entertained 
at dance this year. 
They came prepared 

with balloons, confet-
ti, glow sticks, beach 
balls, a fog machine, 
music to fill all four 
hours, and much more. 

Just like prom, there 
is a crowning during 
the dance – the King of 
Hearts. Each candidate 
is escorted by some-
one of Job’s Daugh-
ters with a detailed de-
scription of their activ-
ities. Then, someone 
from Job’s Daughters 
reveals the winner by 
placing the crown on 
their head. This year, 
senior Jack Wollman 
was given the crown.

KOH is one of two 
dances of the year, and 
is much more laid-

back than prom. Prom 
is for juniors and se-
niors, and can be stress-
ful because they have 
to work in order to pay 
for it. With KOH, Job’s 
Daughters does it all, 
and your only job is to 
ask someone and pay 
for tickets. It’s sim-
ple, and a lot of fun. 

Many girls get ex-
cited about picking out 
their dresses for KOH. 
Believe it or not, the 
boys have fun picking 
out their tuxes as well. 
There was everything 
from all white tuxes to 
camouflage tuxes and 
a rainbow array of col-
ored vests. As for the 
girls, there were end-

less possibilities. Flowy 
dresses and tight dress-
es. Short dresses and 
long dresses. There 
was even a romper or 
two worn. Exceeding 
that, the designs can be 
anything from black to 
cheetah print. For a lot 
of people, the best part 
of KOH is finding what 
they are going to wear.

The asking system 
for King of Hearts is 
the exact opposite of 
prom. Girls ask guys, 
and they get really 
creative. Some of the 
promposals this year 
are going to have to be 
pretty clever to one-up 
most of the signs made 
this year. A lot of peo-

ple use the boys’ inter-
ests to make cute puns, 
and many signs have 
props to go with them.

Planning for the 
dance is just as fun as 
going, and people are 
already starting to plan 
for next year. Prom 
may only be a few 
months away, but it’s 
all about KOH for now.

KOH, More than Potassium Hydroxide

By Austin Lentsch 

   “Your boyfriend prob-
ably told you that this was a 
superhero movie.”
    In one of the most antici-
pated releases of the year so 
far, Deadpool just wrapped 
its second week at the top 
of the Box Office, pulling in 
$333.4 million so far. With 
such great numbers, it could 
be presumed that the movie 
can’t be missed. Many 
parents and other concerned 
moviegoers around the na-
tion, however, have a very 
different opinion after their 
night at the cinema. 
     Deadpool is a movie 

about a sort of anti-hero, 
with the main protagonist 
going through an elaborate 
revenge plot against an evil 
scientist. 
    In Deadpool’s own words, 
“I’m a bad guy who beats 
up worse guys.” 
    Looking at the actual 
movie though, it had one 
enormous difference from 
an Avengers, or yet another 
revamp of the Spiderman se-
ries: it was rated R. Having 
watched the movie myself, I 
can tell you that the ranking 
is very accurate—enough 
explosions for Michael Bay, 
and more risqué material 
than a French art exhibit. 

That said, with an R rating, 
most people would expect a 
show deemed as “inappro-
priate for younger viewing 
audiences.” 
     As alluded to earlier, 
many adults brought their 
children along for the ride, 
thinking that it was just 
another good-guy bad-guy 
beat-em-up. Some parents 
even started a petition for 
the director, Ryan Reynolds, 
to make a PG-13 cut of the 
film. 
    To the angry caretakers, 
Reynolds responded: “I 
don’t think so. I mean, you 
saw it. That would be a very 

Did Deadpool go too far, or was its rating enough? 
short movie. It’s almost a com-
mercial at that point.” 
    Students around Riggs also 
had some thoughts about the 
film. 
     “The movie had some pretty 
rough scenes, but it’s rated R. 
Like, seriously, what did you 
expect?” senior Jim Barnett 
said. 
     Overall, with such a great re-
ception, perhaps more hardcore 
comic adaptations are creating 
a place in the movie market. 
That said, as of right now, both 
Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice and Suicide Squad are 
set at a family-friendly PG-13 
rating.
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A group of senior girls walk up to the Capitol for pictures. 
Credit to Grandpre Photography

KOH attendees flood the Capitol for pictures. 

Sophomore Mary Howard looking at photos with 
her mother. Credit to Grandpre Photography
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Editorial

Bring Back Eloquence
“So like, I’m so flipping 

angry right now about all 
the bleeping homework 
all the stupid teachers 
are giving. You know?”

Enough! No more will 
I stand idly by as the lan-
guage I adore is slain by 
the ignorant masses. We 
have exchanged a pleth-
ora of exquisite words 
for nothing but four let-
ter ones. The English lan-
guage is chock-full of in-
numerable adjectives, and 
yet today the “f-bomb” is 
used to replace any and 
all descriptive language. 
Rather than bemoaning the 
utter profusion of school-
work educators are heap-
ing upon us, kids whine 
that homework “sucks”. 
That doesn’t mean any-
thing! English is a cornu-
copia of vibrant and evoc-
ative language to express 
your discontent and you 
use the word “sucks”. Ba-
bies “suck”—on breasts. 
Children “suck”—on can-
dy. Homework does not 

“suck”. Nor does home-
work “bleeping suck”. In 
their literal translations, 
those words mean nothing 
together. I’m not trying to 
besmirch profanity, I am 
quite fond of a well placed 
“f-bomb”, but expletives 
are not a suitable replace-
ment for an actual vocabu-
lary. When you swear ev-
ery other word, you don’t 
seem “edgy” or “rebel-
lious”, you seem moron-
ic. To expand your vocab-
ulary, read. If you 
don’t read, consort 
with people who 
do; hopefully some 
of their word choices will 
rub off on you. If not for 
your own gratification, do 
it for those of us who actu-
ally have more than a hun-
dred words in our vocabu-
laries. Hearing some teen-
agers talk is excruciating 
for the few of us who still 
appreciate the intricacies 
of stringing together a sen-
tence. All day I am encir-
cled with the cacophony 

produced by adolescents 
with positively wretch-
ed vocabularies. I eager-
ly await Honors English 
to revel in the mellifluous 
voice of Shakespeare. Why 
can we no longer converse 
like they did in his time? 
We don’t necessarily need 
to use the same words—
let’s face it, “knave” and 
“livery” are no longer 
widely used—but if we 
could just go back to the 
variety used back then. 

E v e n 
their in-
s u l t s 
w e r e 

better. The “b” word and 
the “s” word just aren’t 
very offensive to me any-
more because they are so 
overused. Call me “a most 
notable coward, an infinite 
and endless liar, an hourly 
promise breaker, the own-
er of no one good quality” 
(All’s Well that Ends Well 
3.6) and I will be… well 
actually I will be too en-
thused at your brilliant in-

sult to be affronted. And 
for the sake of all that is 
holey, rid “like” from your 
speech except for when in 
is actually appropriate. “I 
like grilled cheese.” That is 
a correct sentence. “So like, 
I really like grilled cheese,” 
is not. When you use vo-
cal fillers such as “like” 
and “ah” and “umm”, it 
makes what you have to 
say sound much less cred-
ible and less intelligent 
and I for one am much 
less likely to listen to you. 

In denouement, I would 
remind you to avoid vocal 
fillers and endeavor to ex-
pand your vocabulary. 
You could start by look-
ing up all the words in this 
ran… I mean editorial. I 
urge you to go forth and 
utilize the endless possibil-
ities the English language 
affords. Because the copi-
ous quantities of home-
work being thrust upon 
us is revolting, and de-
serves to be besmirched as 
exhaustively as possible.

News Bites, local and worldwide 
February is often the 

coldest month of the 
year, but around the 
world debates and trag-
edies have heated up 
what otherwise could 
be a rather mundane 
month. Many of these 
newsworthy bits have 
been centered on some 
rather controversial top-
ics regarding gender, 
equality, politics, and 
health.

Beginning in South 
America, long-time Bo-
livian president, Evo 
Morales, will not be re-
turning for a fourth con-
secutive term as presi-
dent in the landlocked 

country. Morales had at-
tempted to change the 
constitution to allow a 
fourth consecutive term 
but the referendum lost 
51 percent to 48 per-
cent. Morales has been 
in power since 2006, and 
his current term ends in 
2020.

South America has 
also been in the middle 
of a fight with the Zika 
Virus since May 2015, 
when it first appeared 
in Brazil. The virus is 
spread by mosquitoes 
and is especially risky 
to pregnant women be-
cause the virus increas-
es the risk for birth de-

fects in a child. The virus 
gained global attention in 
January, but on February 
23 the United States Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
(CDC) announced that 
14 cases were being in-
vestigated in the United 
States. All of the 14 peo-
ple who may have con-
tracted the virus had re-
cently traveled to South 
America or had a part-
ner who had recently 
traveled to South Amer-
ica. Questions have been 
raised about the safety 
of the Olympic Games, 
which are due to be held 
in Rio de Janerio in Au-
gust.

In United States polit-
ical news, Donald Trump 
has enjoyed a winning 
streak by claiming the 
top Republican spot in 
primaries and caucus-
es in New Hampshire, 
South Carolina, and Ne-
vada. The true fight on 
the Republican side has 
been for second place ex-
cept in Iowa where Ted 
Cruz took the top spot. 
The Democratic race has 
dwindled down to only 
two candidates, Hillary 
Clinton and Bernie Sand-
ers. Both enjoy strong 
support, but neither has 
shown the ability to take 
a commanding lead in 

any poll.
Pierre is no strang-

er to political happen-
ings. The state capitol 
has seen its fair share of 
debates, delays, votes, 
and re-votes already this 
legislature season. One 
of the most talked about 
bills presented to the 
legislature already has 
been a sales tax increase 
of whose profits would 
go to supporting an in-
crease in teacher pay. 
South Dakota current-
ly ranks last in the Unit-
ed States in teacher pay. 
The other bill that has re-
ceived a great amount 
of attention is H.B. 1008 

that would require trans-
gender students to use 
restrooms and locker 
rooms that match their 
birth sex and not the 
gender with which they 
identify.

In T.F. Riggs news, 
Jack Wollman was 
named the 2016 King of 
Hearts. On Tuesday, stu-
dents were able to donate 
blood through United 
Blood Services. Donating 
blood is just one small 
way to make a difference 
in the lives of people 
who just need some help 
and some warmth in this 
cold season of 2016.
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Congratulations! 
You’re single

The Art of Thrift Shopping according to Charlotte 

The 2016 Legislative Session: Yay or Nay?

Emily Kist 

REFLECTIONS

xoxo Carrie and Charlotte
Your Common Counsel Couple

ADVICE

Macy Halverson
PERSPECTIVES

The month of Feb-
ruary is all about find-
ing love, embracing 
love, and celebrating 
love. But many find 
themselves alone 
on Valentine’s Day, 
sulking and feel-
ing sorry for them-
selves, wishing they 
had a bae that took 
them out for a fancy 
dinner, bought flow-
ers, and kissed them 
goodbye at the end of 
the night.  
  Countless 
nights are 
spent eat-
ing pizza 
and watch-
ing roman-
tic movies 
like “The 
Notebook” with a 
box of tissues nearby, 
and looking at relat-
able Instagram posts 
about how single you 
really are. But who 
ever said that being 
single is a bad thing? 
Screw relationships, 
dates, Valentine’s 
Day, and love. Em-
brace the single life. 

There are loads 
of benefits from be-
ing single. The big 
and obvious one is 
freedom. Being sin-
gle gives endless op-
portunities to flirt 
with as many cuties 
as you want. You can 
go wherever and do 
whatever you please, 
without the hassle 
of worrying about 
your partner. There 
are no worries about 
good morning/good-
night texts, or birth-
day and anniversa-

ry gifts. You have the 
freedom to do you. 
And just think of all 
the awkward din-
ners with your sig-
nificant other’s fam-
ily you get to miss 
out on. Lucky You!

In addition to the 
previous benefit, be-
ing single means you 
won’t have to laugh at 
jokes that aren’t fun-
ny, or lie about how 
great they look, even 

w h e n 
t h e y 
look like 
a hot 
m e s s . 
Let us 
not for-
get to 
m e n -

tion the fact that no 
one can judge or de-
fine you by the one 
you are dating. OH, 
and you don’t have 
to hang out with or 
try to impress your 
partner’s friends. 
This also means plen-
ty of time to hang 
out with your own 
friends. Bows before 
bros. Ovaries before 
brovaries. Pals be-
fore gals. Fries before 
guys. You name it. 

So to all you sin-
gles out there, ap-
proach the month of 
March with a posi-
tive attitude, a heap 
of confidence, and 
a bit of self-pride. 
Who needs love? Go 
out and buy yourself 
some chocolate and 
flowers on any giv-
en day, because dan-
git, you deserve it!

So far, this year’s leg-
islative session has been, 
for lack of a better term, 
disappointing. Our leg-
islators are passing laws 
that are unneeded and 
time consuming, and 
vetoing bills that could 
have positive outcomes 
on our state. If our state 
continues to pass (or 
not pass) this contro-
versial legislation, our 
population and tourism 
popularity will plum-
met. In an era where 
young people are often 
more open-minded and 
accepting, they don’t 
want to deal with the 
constrictions of the con-
servative South Dakota 
government. Millenni-

als are moving by the 
hundreds out of South 
Dakota, and in a state 
that doesn’t have an 
extremely large pop-
ulation to start with, 
that could be serious-
ly damaging for South 
Dakota’s future. With 
no new nurses, engi-
n e e r s , 
doctors, 
or teach-
ers com-
ing in to South Dako-
ta’s workforce, who 
will take over when 
the present workforce 
retires or moves occu-
pations? Sure, there 
will be some new 
workers coming to 
our state, but there is 

no way employers will 
be able to fill all of their 
job openings with edu-
cated young people. I 
love it here. I love the 
“small town” feel you 
have no matter where 
you go, I love the river, 
I love the wildlife, and 
for the most part, I love 

the peo-
ple. Soon 
enough I’ll 
have fin-

ished college and will 
be looking to start a ca-
reer. Honestly, South 
Dakota won’t be the 
first place I’ll look. Al-
though I love it here, I 
have no opposition to 
leaving. Why live here 
when I can live some-

This month I, Char-
lotte,  have the hon-
or of writing alone. 

Carrie took a lit-
tle time off (she will 
be back!), and so I de-
cided that I wanted to 
educate you a little bit 
about one of the fin-
est of arts out there. 

Now this isn’t just 
any kind of art. There 
is no painting, draw-
ing, singing or play-
ing involved. It’s 
the art of shopping. 

But not any kind of 
the shopping-- thrift 
store shopping. Many 
times, when people 
hear the words “thrift 
store” or “second-hand 
clothing”, their faces 
scrunch up into some 
kind of disgusted look. 
When that happens, I 
just want to slap that 
look right off their face. 

Just because cloth-
ing has already been 
worn by someone else, 
doesn’t mean it can’t 
be worn again. But 
here’s the thing: you 
can’t just simply walk 
into a second-hand 
or thrift store and ex-
pect to find something 
right away. You have 
to hunt. You have to 
look through the over-
s t u f f e d 
a n d 
crowded 
racks of 
c l o t h e s 
to find 
the perfect piece. 

It takes time, pa-
tience, and some-
times hours of try-
ing clothes on in the 
dressing room. That 
is why it is an art. 
It is not easy at all. 

Are you a little in-

trigued? If so, let me 
lead you in the right 
direction. Pierre has 
several places to check 
out. There is Sec-
ond Edition which is 
downtown, Hospice 
Thrift Store, and Good-
will. This is a quick 
and easy trip, that 
also helps support our 
community. Another 
option is locating sec-

ond-hand 
and thrift 
s t o r e s 
in oth-
er towns. 

S i o u x 
Falls, Brookings, Ab-
erdeen, Rapid City, 
you name it, they have 
many great stores with 
trendy clothing. You 
can also look at on-
line sites like thread-
UP. This kind of shop-
ping is an easy way 

to try out a new style 
and make your closet 
unique. You will find 
that the true you might 
just come out in your 
clothes in ways you 
had never imagined. 

You will also find 
more clothes in your 
shopping bag, along 
with more money. 
That doesn’t sound 
right...aren’t you 
spending money? Well 
yes you are, however, 
you are spending less. 
Who wouldn’t want 
more clothes for less? 
My favorite thing 
to do is shock peo-
ple when I tell them, 
“I bought it at Good-
will.” There is noth-
ing wrong with buy-
ing something used. It 
just means that some-
one else liked it too.

where that is just as 
great but more pro-
gressive? South Dako-
ta legislators need to 
open their eyes to re-
ality of the laws they 
are passing. Legislators 
might not notice the ef-
fects of their bills with-
in the next few months 
or maybe even the next 
few years, but ten years 
down the road when 
they are short on nurs-
es to provide them with 
healthcare, teachers to 
educate their children 
and grandchildren, and 
engineers to construct 
their roads and bridg-
es, maybe then they’ll 
realize the outcomes 
of their legislation. 
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    This time of year is a 
season of honors.       
    Seniors are finishing 
up their scholarship 
applications, juniors 
are joining NHS, and 
spring sports are begin-
ning their competitive 
seasons. 
    Everywhere you go, 
people are striving to 
exceed expectations. 
This desire to be great 
is present in all areas, 
including athletics, aca-
demics, and fine arts.  
    Students involved in 
fine arts at Riggs have 
several opportunities to 
showcase their superior 
talents, the most recent 
being Regional Honor 
Choir. 
    Regional Honor 
Choir is a group of tal-
ented choir students se-
lected from six states to 
perform in an Honors 
Choir Showcase concert 
on February 20. Several 
choir students from 
Riggs were selected, 
including: Arden Koe-
necke, Austin Lentsch, 
Joanna Hancock, and 
Canaan Smith. 
    This honor choir is 
an exclusive group, and 
participants are chosen 
out of 1,500 auditions 
from several states.  
Honor choir members 
are not only talented, 
but also hard-working.    

    “Participation in this 
program proves their 
talent, determination 
and drive to do what 
they do,” Riggs Choir 
director Rodd Bauck 
said. 
    For the students, it 
is an honor and a great 
opportunity to be in-
volved.  
    “It’s a huge honor to 
be selected for such an 
elite group, and honest-
ly I count myself very 
lucky to be going with 
three of my classmates 
who are all amazingly 
talented,” Hancock 
said. 
    Hancock is excited to 
learn new music with 
fellow musicians.  “It’s 
always fun to be shown 
a different and more 
sophisticated side of 
choral activities that 
you might not get every 
day,” Hancock said.  
    The festival con-
sists of three days of 
extremely rigorous 
rehearsals for long 
periods of time. Starting 
on Thursday afternoon 
and ending Saturday 
night, participants went 
through over 16 total 
hours of rehearsals. 
Singers worked togeth-
er to perfect six differ-
ent pieces of literature, 
including one song that 
was written in Latin.  

Honor Choir Highlights February
By Arden Koenecke and Amanda Pugh

But They Only Work Nine Months a Year...
By Marcella Lees

    
   

   

Student of the Month
Tyonna Dennis

Freshman

  
*Favorite Class: 
Math

*Favorite activity: 

Riding horses

*You may not know: 

Enjoys singing

*Favorite artist: 

Carrie Underwood or 
Usher 

Teacher of the Month
Hometown: 
Watertown

College: 
Dakota State

Food: 
Pasta

Activity: 
Board Games

Motivation to be-
come a teacher: 
Family and 7th grade 
math teacher

Favorite thing about 
Pierre: 
Location in S.D. 

Favorite thing about 
Riggs: 
The staff & students

Ms. Hoff

Algebra 
Teacher and 

Hippo 
Enthusiast 

    The concert on Sat-
urday was held at the 
Washington Pavillion
and included the pre-
miere of a choral piece 
written by Elizabeth Al-
exander entitled, “Same 
Birds.” 
    However, high 
schoolers weren’t the 
only students that were 
selected to participate. 
The convention also 
consisted of an elemen-
tary school honor choir, 
a middle school boys 
choir, and a middle 
school girls choir as 
well. 
    Pierre also had a 
representative in the 
middle school girls 
choir, Hancock’s 
little sister, Sarah. The 
middle school choir 
performed six songs as 
well, performing right 
before the high school 
mixed choir. 
    Lentsch concluded 
that the experience was 
an excellent opportu-
nity to to transfer their 
choir skills to the next 
level. 
    “It’s always an 
amazing experience 
when you’re provided 
the opportunity to use 
what you’ve learned at 
a higher level. We get to 
show what our school 
is capable of,” Lentsch 
said. Fact: South Dakota 
has been in the bottom 
ten for teacher pay Fact: 

Fact: South Dakota has been in the bottom ten for teacher pay 
since 1950; many years it ranked last. Fact: this surprises virtu-
ally no one who lives in South Dakota.
 Everyone has had at least one life-changing teacher. At 
Riggs, we are fortunate enough to have predominantly excellent 
teachers who care about their students and work hard to help 
them succeed. Children, and teenagers, have very malleable 
brains and it is vital that the people who help shape their minds 
do a good job. If a fast food worker messes up, it is mildly irritat-
ing; if a doctor makes a mistake, usually the harmful effects are 
contained to a small group of people. If a teacher does a bad job, 
it can affect hundreds of tomorrow’s leaders. The role of teach-
ers in society is vital, and yet in America, teachers are some of 
the most underappreciated people in the country. 
 This is especially true in South Dakota. Our average 
teacher salary is currently only $39,018 with a starting salary of 
$29,851. This is especially alarming when you consider that our 
average student loan debt is $26,023. Compare our 51st place 
average teacher salary with that of the first, New York. In New 
York, the average teacher pay is $75,279 with a starting salary 
of $43,839. While the New York salaries are much higher, its 
average student loan debt is comparable to South Dakota’s at 
$27,822. Now I know what you’re thinking, “But South Dakota 
has one of the lowest costs of living.” That, however, is actually 
not true. New York is the third highest for cost of living, but 
South Dakota is solidly in the middle at 30th place with 50 being 
the highest cost of living. The state closest to us for cost of liv-
ing is Montana, and their average teacher pay is $48,855 with a 
starting salary of $27,274 and an average student debt of $26,946. 
So it costs about the same to live in Montana as it does to live 
in South Dakota, but Montana’s teachers make almost $10,000 
more than ours do. That was a lot of numbers, which I apologize 
for, so here is a handy table to make it easier to understand:
State Average 

Starting Sal-
ary

Average 
Salary

Average Stu-
dent Loan 
Debt

Cost of 
living rank 
with 1st 
being the 
lowest cost 
of living

Mississippi $31,184 $41,814 $26,946 1
South Da-
kota

$29,851 $39,018 $26,023 30

Montana $27,275 $48,855 $26,946 31
New York $43,839 $75,279 $27,822 48

tra learning required of an employee is paid for 
by the employer.
 None of these things make teaching 
sound like a particularly desirable career, and 
therein lies the problem. South Dakota has been 
having an increasingly difficult time getting new 
teachers because educators can get paid signifi-
cantly more by going just a state over. This is one 
of the main reasons bill 1182 was introduced in 
the first place, and while I believe it should be 
passed because my teachers truly deserve higher 
salaries, any reason is a good reason.
 So what can you do to help? Bombard 
your senator with letters and emails and calls 
asking him or her to vote yea. In the case of 
Riggs students, our senator is Jeff Monroe. His 
number at the capitol is 605-773-3821, and if you 
visit legis.sd.gov, you can send him an email. 
High schoolers love spamming people; this will 
be fun. If the senators see that students desper-
ately want their teachers to be paid more, hope-
fully it will make them reconsider their stance. 
So stop reading and go write an email!

Figures curtesy of South Dakota Legislative Research Council, 
The Institute for College Access and Success, Teacher Portal, 
the South Dakota Department of Education, Missouri Economic 
Research and Information Center, and Dakota Free Press.
     

 If those numbers depressed you a bit, I would apolo-
gize, but it is something that needs to be addressed. Don’t 
give up yet, though; there is hope! The legislature is currently 
in session and looking at a bill that would raise the average 
teacher pay to $48,500. This would make South Dakota com-
parable to Montana. The bill has the support of Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard and would pay for the pay increase with a half-cent 
sales tax. (Neither the $48,500 nor the half-cent amounts are 
set in stone at this time.) This seemingly small amount would 
bring in around $100 million and $60 million of that would go 
to the schools for an increase in teacher pay. The first time this 
bill (bill 1182) went to the House floor, it failed to pass by a 
single vote; but when it came back to the floor after the House 
decided to reconsider it, a vote change allowed the bill to meet 
the two-thirds majority vote needed for a tax increase. Next, 
bill 1182 will be headed to the Senate where people across the 
state pray it will pass.
 Facts and figures can only tell half of the story though; 
the other half is made up of living, breathing people and the 
stories they have to tell. As a student, I maintain that teachers 
are some of the most important people in the world. Without 
them, I, as well as most students, would be nothing. They give 
their lives to teaching us everything from calculus to life. Most 
of my teachers pour their lives into my education and while 
they certainly aren’t doing it for the pay, I believe they deserve 
a decent income.
 Opponents of a pay increase for teachers will tell you 
that teachers only have to work 7:30 to 3:15 nine months a year 
and so it makes sense that they are paid less. For most teach-
ers, however, this is simply not the case!
 Latin teacher Jay Mickelson explains when he actually 
works until and how appalling this is to people from other 
countries saying, “Last year I had a foreign exchange student 
from Germany and I would always stop work, whether I was 
done with it or not, every night at ten. He couldn’t believe that 
a teacher had to work from after school until ten-o-clock on his 
papers to get things done.”
            I t’s not just Mickelson though. Many of my teachers 
spend countless hours outside of school grading papers, pre-
paring lessons, and tutoring students. Chemistry and Physics 
teacher Kelly Brandt gives students his number and will help 
them with homework whenever they need it. Not only will he 
answer a panicked text from an AP chemistry student late at 
night, he has told us all that if we really need him we can come 
to Walmart, where he works to supplement his income, and 
he will drop what he is doing to help us because “teaching is a 

full-time job.”
 That leads me to the other reason oppo-
nents of bill 1182 are incorrect: most teachers have 
to get a second or even third job in order to live 
comfortably. Choir teacher Rodd Bauck explains, 
“Without a second job you are virtually living 
paycheck to paycheck The extra money that I 
get working the other jobs that I do supplements 
my income another 500 to 1,000 dollars a month 
which allows me to prepare for things like car 
failure. My teacher’s salary alone didn’t allow for 
that.” He further expanded that if bill 1182 went 
through he would consider going from three jobs 
to two.
 As if all that weren’t bad enough, teachers 
don’t get great benefits either. In Pierre, teachers 
get three days of paid vacation leave a year. The 
mindset behind this is, of course, that they get 
three months off in the summer. Most teachers, 
however, end up working a minimum wage job in 
the summer which doesn’t provide paid vacation 
leave. Then there is the “continued education” 
required of teachers. Every five years, teachers 
have to go back for further education and get a 
total of six credits over the time period. Neither 
the school nor the district pay for these additional 
classes and teachers have to pay for the courses 
themselves. In virtually every other field, any ex-
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Last competition: 
End of season

Next competition: 
End of season

Gymnastics

Last competition: 
Win against Mitchell 

Next competition: 
Varsity state first weekend of March

Girls Hockey

Last game: 
59-51 loss at Huron

Next competition: 
District game at home

Girls Basketball

 

  Next Competition:
  Meet Feb. 26-28
 

Swimming

Compiled by  Nate Hill

    

Layne Hohn
Layne has been a standout middle linebacker 
and running back for the Governors since 
his sophomore year. He was the only sopho-
more to start in the 2013 state title football 
game for the Governors. Hohn has been an 
exceptional student in the classroom and 
a force on the football field. The Governor 
wishes Layne the best of luck playing foot-
ball at Dakota Wesleyan University.

Zach Strand
Strand has been one of the hardest work-
ing athletes in the Governor football 
program for the past few years. Zach was 
a starter at wide receiver at offense for 
the Governors while also playing defensive 
back. Strand turned down a full ride from 
Southwest Minnesota State in order to stay 
closer to home and play football at the 
University of Sioux Falls this fall. 

Brevin Kaiser
Kaiser has been a team leader for the Gov-
ernors since he took over the starting job at 
quarterback at the beginning of his junior 
year. Brevin has enjoyed an illustrious career 
quarterbacking the Governors to two play-
off appearances and one state championship 
game appearance. Kaiser was highly recruited 
for football and basketball during his senior 
campaign. Kaiser signed with the University of 
South Dakota for football.
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Swimming
Next event: 
Meet on Feb. 26-28

Boys Hockey 
Last game: 
Win against Sioux Falls

Next game: 
Home vs. Huron tonight

Wrestling
Last competiton: 
ESD championship victory 
Next competition: 
State! Good luck wrestlers!

Boys Basketball
Last game: 
Feb. 23 loss at Huron 
Next game: 
District game at Aberdeen Central

GO GOVS!
Compiled by  Nate Hill

      

 

 
    

Nikky Farnsworth
Farnsworth has been an all-star soccer 
player for the Lady Govs for the past many 
years. Nikky has been a key part of the 
Lady Govs transition from a club sport to a 
school-sponsored sport. Farnsworth has also 
been a member of the track & field and 
basketball teams at T.F. Riggs. Farnsworth 
signed to attend the University of Mary this 
fall.

Katie Nielson
Nielson will be attending Black Hills State 
University this fall to play soccer. Katie has 
been an integral part of the Lady Govs 
soccer team for the past few years. She 
scored 35 goals in the past four years. 
Nielson’s time at BHSU will come with 
some new experiences, as 2016 will be 
BHSU’s first season with a soccer team.

Nathan Bader
Bader has been a successful sprinter on 
the Riggs track & field teams for the 
past four years. Bader runs the 100m 
dash, 200m dash, and 400m dash. Bader 
took 6th place at the 2015 state track 
meet as a member of the sprint medley 
team. Bader signed on February 11 to 
run track at Dakota Wesleyan University.
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Compiled by Kailee Schultz 

   February Sibling Rivalry 
  Julia (12) & Sophia (9) Stueven

Compiled by Caitlin Reimers

Bachelor of the Month

Bachelorette of the Month

Elva Colman,12

Personality: 
Spicy Latina

Eye Color: 
Brown

Hair Color: 
Dark Brown

Biggest pet peeve?
When people cor-
rect my grammar

Favorite Pick up 
Line?
I’m not Rapunzel, 
but you can pull on 
my hair. 

Ideal first date?
Traveling to a differ-
ent country 

What do you look 
for in a significant         
other? 
Tall and big feet 

Pursue or Be Pur-
sued? 
Be Pursued 

Final words? 
Solo vives una vez 

If you had to lose one 
of your five senses?
I’d live without taste, 
so I’d eat healthier. 

Favorite Social Me-
dium? 
Twitter

Hair Color: 
Brown

Favorite Pick up 
Line?
I don’t need one. 

What do you look 
for in a significant 
other?
Nice body and long 
hair  

Final words? 
Tell mom I love her. 

Isaiah Watson, 12

Personality: 
Chill

Eye Color: 
Brown

Pet Peeve? 
When someone is 
talking to me, while 
I’m talking to some-
one else. 

Ideal date? 
Dinner and massage

If you had to lose 
one of your five 
senses? 
Tase. I don’t know 
why. 

Favorite Social Me-
dium? 
Twitter

Q: What is the thing you fight about the most?

A: Both: “Space.” Julia: “She doesn’t give me any space in the bathroom.”

Q: Who was the one that is most likely to get away with things?

A: Julia: “Oh me. For sure.”

Q: Sophia, did she help you out when you started high school?

A: Sophia: “Not really.” Julia: “She already kind of knew what to do.”

Q: Is it weird that you’re both in high school?

A: Both: “Yeah.” Julia: “It’s been sort of like elementary school. I’m just happy we 
get to drive to the same place, so I don’t have to waste gas driving to the middle 
school.”

Thumbs
What’s hot and what’s not this month

...to a GREAT King of Hearts 
in general 
...to the groundhog not see-
ing his shadow
...to Jack Wollman winning 
King at KOH
...to wrestlers winning ESD 
and getting all 14 wrestlers 
to state
...to saving lives with blood 
drives
...to secret admirers 
...to a possible KOH 2.0
...to nice weather 
...to track starting
...to Brevin dunking it 
...to everyone’s senior pic-
tures 
...to the amazing talent at 
T.F. Riggs 

..to the seniors last KOH 
ever :(
...to having three months 
of school left still
...to not making deadlines 
…to not having a valentine 
to buy you candy and gifts 
...to stupid people in poli-
tics 
...to spies 
...to never getting enough 
sleep 
...to senioritis 
...to track starting 
...to having no lunch mon-
ey
...to animals dying 
...to people hating on KOH
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